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SHAHEED BHAGAT SINGH 


(MANMATHNATH GUPTA) 


Noe our country India is free. But before August 15, 
1947, we were slaves. The British ruled over us. 
That means before 1947 our country was not being 
ruled in our interest, but it was being ruled for the 
good of Britain. Naturally they did not want us to 
be free. 


We did not win our freedom easily. For this we 
had to wage a long long struggle. Hundreds of our 
brilliant young men were hanged. Thousands were 
jailed. Prisoners, considered very dangerous, were sent 
to the far away islands—the Andamans. In the Anda- 
mans and country jails the prisoners were often tortured, 
so much so that many freedom fighters died in jail. 
Others became crippled. Still others lost their balance 
of mind and were bound to spend the rest of their lives 
in lunatic asylums. In spite of hangings and hardships 
this glorious chapter began in a big way in 1857 and 
went on and on till we won freedom in 1947. Without 
the sacrifice of these heroic fighters we would not 
have become free. 


Bhagat Singh was one of these great heroic fighters. 
He was born in a family which had produced a galaxy 
of freedom fighters. His uncle Sirdar Ajit Singh was 
a great agitator and freedom fighter. Bhagat Singh's 
father Sirdar Kishan Singh was also a revolutionary. 
Born in such a patriotic family on Dec. 28, 1907 at 
9 A.M. in village Khatkar Kalan near Banga, in United 
Punjab, it was not unusual for him to become a revo- 
lutionary. Prof. Dr. Harnoam Sin2i 
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Jallianwalla Bagh 


He was waiting for the spark and the spark came 
in this way. In 1914 the World War started and dragged 
on for four years. India helped Britain liberally in this 
war with men and money. Even Gandhi the apostle of 
non-violence recruited Indian soldiers for the British 
army. When the war ended in British victory, Indians 
expected that Britain would give Indians more rights, 
if not outright Swarajy, But this hope was blasted. 
Instead the British gave us the Rowlat Bill, which 
threatened to rob Indians of the few civil rights we had. 
When a peaceful meeting against this was being held 
in Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar on April 13, 1919, a 
British General Dyer without warning opened fire and 
gunned down a thousand innocent men. 


Bhagat Singh heard of this massacre. He was only 
12. Without informing anybody, he made a secret 
journey to Jallianwala Bagh, the next day. When he 
returned late in the evening with a fistful of the holy 
soil in a phial, he was already a changed person. His 
elder sister informed him that his share of fruit was wait- 
ing forhim. But he did not take notice of this and show- 
ed the phial to his sister. 


It is the Jallianwalla Bagh massacre that changed 
Bhagat Singh, as it changed his future colleague Chan- 
drashekhar Azad and thousands of others in the country. | 
He now began to read all about old revolutionaries and | 
freedom fighters, not only of India, but of other countries 
as well. Thus loaded with combustible knowledge he 
reached the college. Very soon he collected round him 
some youths with similar views. As a collegian he 
took part in the drama society of the college. He | 
played the part of Chandragupta so well that — | 
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| 
Bhai Parmanand remarked “Our Bhagat Singh would 
grow to a real Shashi Gupta (Patriot)’’. He took part in 
other patriotic dramas. The spark was there and so was 
the keg of gunpowder that Bhagat Singh was. Somebody 
was required to connect the spark and the keg. At this 
crucial moment Shachindranath Sanyal who was his 
father’s friend entered his life. 


The Young Revolutionary 


It is this Sanyal, who prevailed upon Bhagat Singh 
to become a revolutionary. Sanyal’s argument was this 
“Non-violence is not going to chase out the British. 
You must join the secret party, collect arms, kill English- 
men if they create terror, convert the Indian amy to our 
side and bring about a revolution”. 


The atmosphere of the National College in Lahore 
was also revolutionary. Many professors weré revolu- 
tionaries and this naturally made him a revolutionary. 
Although Sirdar Kishan Singh was a revolutionary in 
his youth, he did not want his son to become a revo- 
lutionary and undergo the sufferings that he had gone 
through. So he asked him to marry and settle down in 
life. But Bhagat Singh refused point blank. He said 
he had decided to devote his life to the service of the 
motherland. But his father nagged him to such an 

\ extent that Bhagat Singh fled to Kanpur. Here under 
instructions from Sanyal, Suresh Bhattacharya an old 
revolutionary took charge of him. He also met Ganesh 
Shankar Vidyarthi, the jail-going editor of Hindi Pratap. 
Bhagat Singh took training as a journalist. Later on he 
also wrote in Punjabi and English. At Kanpur he was 
introduced to Batukeshwar Dutt and Bhagat Singh 
learnt Bengali from him. 
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in Dec. 1927 four revolutionaries, Ramprasad 
Bismil, Rajendra Lahiri, Roshan Singh and Ashfaqulla 
were hanged in the famous kakori case. Chandrashekhar 
Azad, an absconder of this case now met Bhagat 
Singh through Kundanlal, another absconder. These 
three along with others rebuilt the party, mauled badly 
by the hangings and long sentences to top the leader- 
ship. Arms and money, again began to be collected. 
Revolutionary literature passed secretly from hand to 
hand. Discussions on revolutionary philosophy and 
armed action became the order of the day. 


With great difficulty Sirdar Kishan Singh was able 
to track Bhagat Singh. The father succeeded in getting 
him back home on the plea that his mother was very 
ill. Followed a tacit agreement that the father would 
not ask the son to marry and would allow him full 
freedom of action. 


Bhagat Singh became a full time revolutionary. 
He now shuttled between Lahore and Calcutta doing 
various type of revolutionary work, He learnt how to 
manufacture a bomb. Under his supervision many 
secret bomb. factories were set up. Chandrashekhar 
Azad was more experienced, so Bhagat Singh at every 
step took his advice. 


Soviet Inspiration 


The message of the Russian Revolution (1917) 
had reached the revolutionaries long ago. Under its 
influence the revolutionaries had realised that inde- 
pendence by itself was not much, if it did not remove 
poverty, ignorance and superstition. This view is 
known as socialism. To underline this aspect of the 
party the name of the party was changed from 
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Hindustan Republican Association to Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Association. Revolutionaries kept the 
windows of their mind open. They were the first to : 
accept complete independence as their goal. They 

were also the first to accept socialism as their goal. 


Secular Outlook 


, Bhagat Singh with the help of Bhagvati Charan, 
Ahsan lllahi, and others built the Naujawan Bharat 
Sabha as an open wing of the secret party. It was a 
freedom fighters front as well as an organisation, which 
fought for the rights of the peasants and workers. 
The Sabha had begun a fight against religious super- 
stitians by organising inter-religious dining parties in 
which jhatka and halal meat cooked together was 
served. It also organised seminars of self criticism in 
which Hindus spoke against the bad aspects of Hindu- 
ism and Muslims criticised bad aspects of Islam. Thus 
the Sabha wanted to create the atmosphere for the 
right type of secularism, not based on hypocritical 
mutual admiration, but on a scientific basis. 


Simon Commission 


At this time i.e., in February 1928 Government in 

; London sent a Commission to India presided over by 
Sir John Simon, an eminent British lawyer to enquire 
as to what extent India could be given independence. 
The declared object of the Commission as well as its 
all white membership angered Indians and all parties 
jointly decided to boycott it. Some revolutionaries 
tried to bombard the Commission, but a premature 
explosion killed one Markandeya, a_ revolutionary. 
When the Commission reached Lahore, the Naujawan 
Bharat Sabha and Lala Lajpat Rai took the lead in the 
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programme of boycott. The sky rent with the slogan 
‘Simon go back’. The police under two British Police 
officers Scott and Saunders attacked the processionists. ! 
During the attack old leader Lala Lajpat Rai received ! 
tathi blows the result of which he became bed-ridden 


and died on November 17, 1928. The death of the 4 
great leader was attributed to the blows he had received 

and there was much agitation. The revolutionary party os 
decided to avenge the death. Accordingly, Chandra- a 


shekhar Azad, Bhagat Singh, Rajguru ambushed Saun- 
ders almost in broad daylight, on December 17, 1928. 
Rajguru was the first to shoot. Bhagat Singh followed 
to make sure. In the meantime other policemen came 
up. Azad the crack-shot had so far been a mute 
observer. Now that the situation had became very 
crucial, he took it in hand after shooting down a police- 
man escorted the participants to safety. 


No Compromise with Imperialism 


_ This was a challenge to British imperialism. Lahore 
became very hot. But Bhagat Singh managed to go 
out of Lahore disguised in a first class railway compart- 
ment with the cooperation of Durga, wife of Bhagavati 
Charan, posing as his wife. Azad escaped disguised 
as a holy man. m 


After this Bhagat Singh and Azad were advised by 
well-wishers to go abroad, but both of them refused to * 
leave the scene. On the contrary, Bhagat Singh 
started thinking on these lines “If | am arrested | am 
bound to be implicated in the Saunders murder case 
and | will be hanged, so let me do something worth- 
while and then die bravely on the gallows.” 


Bhagat Singh was busy organising the party. At 
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the same time he was watching the political scene. 
The British Government was seeking to enact several 
laws against the freedom fighters and labour leaders. 
The Central Assembly had thrown out such “black” 
bills. But the Viceroy under a lawless law had the 
right to put any bill on the statute book thrown out 
by the elected representatives of the people. On April 
8, 1929 the Viceroy’s certification was declared. 
Immediately two bombs thrown by Bhagat Singh and 
Batukeswar Dutt from the visitors gallery startled the 
members. The revolutionaries could escape if they 
liked. Azad had assured them that they could be 
escorted to a waiting car, but Bhagat Singh did not 
like the scheme and the two remained glued to their 
Position and raised the slogan ‘Long Live Revolution’. 
They also scattered red leaflets in which it was stated 
that the object of the revolutionary party was to 
establish Socialism i.e., classless society in which 
there would be no exploitation of man by man. 


After throwing the bombs Bhagat Singh and Dutt 
did not offer any resistance. After a_ trial, which 
became very famous, both were sentenced to trans- 
portation for life on June 12, 1929. Now that this 
chapter was closed, Bhagat Singh and Dutt started 
another struggle. They started a hunger-strike on 
June 14, demanding special status and treatment for 
all political prisoners. This strike was joined by other 
revolutionaries in jail. Some leaders intervened, so the 
strike was called off after some days, but when the 
demands were not met, the strike was resumed causing 
the martyrdom of Jatin Das on the 63rd day of fast 
on September 13, 1929. Jatin Das died because he 
could not be force fed through the nose as others were. 
Ultimately as a result of this martyrdom and the 
Strikes the British Government was forced to abolish 
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racial discrimination in jails. This was a great victory 
of the revolutionaries. 


Martyrdom 


For Dutt the sentence of transportation for life was 
considered enough by the Government because he 
could not be implicated in the Saunders murder case. 
But Bhagat Singh had to stand his trial on as the ring 
leader in the Lahore conspiracy. After a longish trial 
involving ups and downs, hunger strike and other 
demonstrations inside the court-room Bhagat Singh, 
Rajguru and Sukhdev were sentenced to death on 
October 7, 1930. Others were given heavy sentences. 
This caused an uproar in the country. In spite of this, 
all the three were hanged on March 23, 1931. 


After hanging them in the evening, the bodies of 
the three revolutionaries were stealthily carried under 
cover of darkness to the Sutlej and thereafter an im- 
perfect cremation, the remains were hurriedly thrown 
into the Sutlej. Nearby villagers came to know of all 
this next morning. They salvaged the half-burnt bodies 
and gave them a proper cremation. 


Bhagat Singh's chief partner Chandrashekhar Azad 
had been shot dead on February 27, 1931 in an unequal 
gunfight. 


It is the sacrifice of these and other martyrs and 
freedom fighters that won us freedom in 1947. Again 
it is their sacrifice that will guide us in our future 
struggle to bring Swaraj to the common man. 
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a MANMATHNATH GUPTA 


Born in a obscure family in Varanasi, - 
was jailed for the first time at the age of 


13 for 3 months’ simple imprisonment. 
Disillusioned with Gandhi joined the revo- 

‘ lutionary party HINDUSTAN REPUBLICAN 
~ ASSOCIATION. Arrested and after a 


protracted trial lasting 18 months sentenc- 

ed to 14 years rigorous imprisonment in 

1927. Four fellow-undertrials Ramprasad 

Bismil, Roshan Singh, Ashfaquila and 

Rejendra Lahiri hanged in this case. 

Released after 12 years in 1937. Many 
| books published, out of which two books 
in Hindi banned. Arrested in 1937 again 
in Delhi and sentenced to 4 months 
, rigorous imprisonment. Then arrested in 
-_ 4 1939 and released in 1946 ie., after 7 
| years. More than 100 books in Hindi 
: | and four books in English. Visited Europe 
! twice. Many prizes and awards. 
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